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The castle that disappeared
334 years ago there was a Vasa castle in the middle of  Eskilstuna, 
where Klostergatan is today. It was called Eskilstuna Huus and during 
the time when Gustav Vasa was king of  Sweden, it was a good-sized 
timber building. 

During the 1600’s Gustav’s son, Duke Karl, and his grandson Karl Filip 
had the castle rebuilt to a considerable stone building – a real castle! 

The castle was destroyed by fire in 1680 never to be rebuilt again. What 
traces are left in archives and museum collections? Here we show maps 
and some of  the ornate stones that once adorned the castle.

Welcome! 



The kings and queens moved around and stayed at the castle which 
suited them best for the particular time. Otherwise, the castle was 
inhabited by the bailiff, maids, farmhands, the castle scribe, brewers, 
gardeners, dairy workers, soldiers, prisoners, craftsmen, storehouse 
maids, the storehouse head maid, among others.

The castle also had a farm, called The King’s Barn, where there were 
quite a lot of  personnel. Except for the regular employees there were 
also trenchers, wool workers and alms-children.

The castle could also accommodate guests and, together with the 
employed, some weeks as many as 120 people needed food, other 
weeks ”only” 89 people.

Who lived in the castle?



Kings and queens
Anna Vasa 1568-1625
Princess of  Sweden. Anna Vasa was born 
in Eskilstuna Huus in 1568. Her parents 
were Johan III and Katarina Jagellonica. 
She settled in Poland where she is known 
as the Swedish princess Anna Wazowna. 
She was the sister of  Sigismund, King of  
Poland and Sweden. Anna is buried in 
the Polish town Torun. 

This portrait was thought for a long time 
to represent Anna Vasa, something that 
has been questioned lately – on good 
grounds. When the dress she wears was 
popular, Anna Vasa was much older than 
the woman on the portrait. There are no 
acknowledged portraits of  her. 

Elisabet Vasa or Anna Vasa?
This portrait has earlier been thought 
to portray Karin Månsdotter, Erik 
XIV’s consort. Nowadays it’s thought to 
portray Elisabet Vasa. However, it’s still 
uncertain and considering the similarities 
with Anna Vasa’s sarcophagus in Poland, 
we’ll let this portrait represent Anna 
Vasa. At least the portrait corresponds 
with the clothing women wore during 
Anna’s time. 

Anna Vasa. Photo: The National 
Museum.

Elisabet Vasa. Photo: The 
National Museum.



Anna Vasa’s Sarcophagus
In 1636 this mausoleum was built for Anna Vasa. Because of  her 
protestant faith she wasn’t allowed to be buried in the royal chapel in 
Brodnica. 11 years passed before she finally got to have her final rest in 
St. Mary’s Church in Torun, Poland. The similarity with the presumed 
portrait of  Elisabet Vasa is striking.

Johan III 1537-1592
King of  Sweden. Reigned 1568-1592. Stayed at Eskilstuna Huus in May 
1568 when his and Katarina Jagellonica’s daughter Anna Vasa was born. 
Johan III and Duke Karl was at Eskilstuna Huus when they plotted to 
overthrow their brother Erik from the throne, year 1568. 

Karl IX 1550-1611
Duke of  the Swedish province Södermanland and later king of  
Sweden. Reigned 1604-1611. He had great interest in Eskilstuna and 
attracted nail- and weapon-smiths to Tunafors Ironworks. Completed 
the construction of  Eskilstuna Castle together with his son, Karl Filip. 

Karl IX. Photo: The National 
Museum.

Anna Vasa’s Sarcophagus. 
Photo: Eskilstuna 
Municipal Archives. 

Johan III. Photo: The 
National Museum.



Kings and queens
Gustav Vasa 1496-1560
King of  Sweden who had Eskilstuna Huus 
built. Reigned 1523-1560. Gustav Vasa 
was at Eskilstuna Huus when he received 
word that Queen Elisabet of  England did 
not want to marry his son, Erik, during the 
1560’s.  

Through the reformation which made 
Sweden Protestant, Gustav Vasa was able 
to take the property of  the church and 
the abbeys. Saw economic potential in 
Eskilstuna. 

Maria of Pfalz 1561-1589
Duchess of  Södermanland (a Swedish 
province). She was the first wife of  Karl 
IX and she died at Eskilstuna Castle after a 
long illness. She was 28 years old when she 
died.  
 
Maria was buried at Strängnäs Cathedral. 
Her marriage to Karl IX was arranged with 
the help of  her future sister-in-law, Anna 
Vasa. Her husband, Duke Karl, honoured 
Maria by naming Mariestad after her.

Gustav Vasa. Photo: The 
National Museum.

Maria af  Pfalz. Photo: The 
National Museum.



Regents of Sweden 1550-1680
Gustav I Vasa 1523–1560
Erik XIV 1560–1568
Johan III 1568–1592
Sigismund 1592–1599
Hertig Karl (IX) 1599–1604
Karl IX 1604–1611
Gustav II Adolf  1611–1632
Kristina 1632–1654
(Regency 1632–1644)
Karl X Gustav 1654–1660
Karl XI 1660–1697
(Regency led by Hedvig Eleonora 
1660–1672)

Hedvig Eleonora 1636-1715
Queen of  Sweden. To her ”livgeding” was, except for Strömsholm 
and Gripsholm, also Eskilstuna included. ”Livgeding” is the Swedish 
term for the giving of  estates and lands to a widowed queen (close in 
meaning to the term ”morning gift”). The interest from Eskilstuna 
among other towns, came to be the foundation of  her economy. 

Hedvig Eleonora. Photo: The National 
Museum.



Eskilstuna Castle
During the 1570’s Gustav Vasa’s simple wooden house in Eskilstuna 
burned to the ground. Duke Karl had the castle rebuilt into a 
considerable castle in stone and bricks with three wings around a 
courtyard. The wings where about 80 meters long.

The castle that is depicted on maps and in Erik Dahlberghs piece 
Suecia antiqua et hodierna, is the result of  Duke Karl’s son, Karl Filip’s 
rebuilding of  the castle in the beginning of  the 17th century. That’s also 
when the southern wing, with the two great towers, was built.



Vasa Castles
When Gustav Vasa became king of  Sweden he didn’t want to be worse 
than the other kings and lords around Europe. So he built, and rebuilt, 
many castles around Sweden including Gripsholms Castle and the 
castles in Örebro, Västerås and Kalmar, to name a few. His sons and 
grandsons continued this task. The castles were both great strongholds 
as well as modern palaces. The palaces 

Geometric map ”över Fors ström med alle 
de verken, som där uti byggde äre 1641”. 
Sentence in older version of  Swedish, 
roughly meaning: ”over Fors stream with all 
those works, which are built within” Photo: 
The National Archives.

had beautiful stone ornaments 
around gates and windows, and 
beautifully decorated tower cowls. 
The decorations were often made 
from pre-made pattern models.



Construction History
1550’s: Gustav Vasa starts some constructions  
”upon our estate Eskilstuna.”
1561: ”Konungzmakett” (the king’s chamber) is  
appointed the finest room at the estate.
1573: the King’s estate stands in flames.
1570’s: Work with the eastern wing for the new  
castle is started.
1580’s: The northern wing is being built.
1590’s: The western wing is being built.
Early 1600’s: The fourth and last wing is erected  
to the south, as well as the two towers.
1600’s: Karl IX’s son, Duke Karl Filip, continues  
the construction.
December 11, 1680: The castle was destroyed by  
a fire and never to be rebuilt again. 



The Castle Gardens
In Suecia antiqua et hodierna, a typical baroque-style garden is depicted 
close to Eskilstuna Castle. The parterres (raised plateaus) immediately 
draws the attention, they may have been built by stone and was 
provided with boxwood hedges and flower plantations. The pathways 
may have been decorated with coloured gravel. 

Eskilstuna Castle’s garden was 250 meters long and 150 meters wide. 
Adam Alfelt was the gardener during the 1660’s and he’s given name to 
the street Alfeltsgatan. This street today leads straight through what was 
once the castle gardens.

Connected to the castle gardens was also a hop garden. This is where 
the hops were grown, which was used to brew three different kinds of  
beer, separated by name and their alcoholic content: the ”lord’s beer” 
contained 4,4% alcohol, the ”bailiff ’s beer” contained 3,5% alcohol and 
the ”squire’s beer” contained 2,9% alcohol.

Eskilstuna Castle from the piece Suecia antiqua et hodierna. Engraving by Adam Perelle, from a sketch 
by Erik Dahlbergh. The picture shows Eskilstuna Castle as it might have looked during the 1660’s. 
Photo: Royal Library, KoB Suecia 11:8.



Stones on the loose
Several sources say that the bricks and limestones that made up the 
castle were used for other buildings after it burnt down in 1680. Mostly 
known is perhaps the fact that large amounts of  stones were shipped 
off  to the Royal Palace in Stockholm.

Stones from Eskilstuna Castle are also said to have been used for 
churches around the Eskilstuna area; Stenkvista Church, Husby-
Rekarne Church and Ärla Church.

What is probably less known is that stones were used in Eskilstuna’s 
residents own houses. During the archaeological excavation at Gårdskäl 
in Skiftinge 2013, decorated limestones were found in the foundation 
of  one of  the houses, stones that might come from Eskilstuna Castle. 
There are stones in the Nyby Park in Torshälla that probably also are 
from the castle.



Brick and Stone
The castle walls were mostly made out of  bricks. To be able to supply 
the large construction site with bricks, a brickyard was built north of  
the castle. The own production was not always enough however, and 
bricks sometimes had to be acquired elsewhere. Roof-tiles, for example, 
were aquired at Ökna in Husby-Rekarne.

Stone-cutters and sculptors immigrated or were brought from Germany 
and Holland. Around 1600, most of  them came from Holland since 
their style was the most modern one at that time.

Duke Karl Filip wanted a modern palace so the work at Eskilstuna 
Castle was led by Kasper Panten, a sculptor and architect from Holland. 
By his side was Aris Claeszon, a master stone-cutter, also with origins in 
Holland.



Peek through the hole!  
The castle was right behind 
Klosters Church.

Pencil drawing by Willem Swidde. Eskilstuna from the south. Photo: National Library, KoB 
Dahlb. 6:14a. Eskilstuna 1690’s.



What did the 
castle’s interior 
look like?

The description tells of  paintings, tapestry, bench clothing, wallpaper 
and something called ”Drätter”, which is a sort of  linen tapestry 
decorated with yarn. In this case this was hung up in the ceiling.

In 1606 Eskilstuna got it’s own gold weaver, Jören van der Heijde. He 
moved here with his family and master squire, by invitation of  the 
King. Gold weavers mostly wove magnificent tapestry.

There were probably beautiful carpentry in the castles rooms and halls. 
For more than twenty years, the carpenter Hans Kantenitz worked with 
pieces for Eskilstuna and Örebro castles. In 1621 he was working with 
doors destined for Eskilstuna Huus.

During Duke Karl’s and Maria of  Pfalz’s era, the castle had three wings 
with the opening facing the south. In the middle wing was the Duke’s 
appartment. In the western wing was the castle kitchen and in the 
eastern wing were the church and the great hall.

There are no construction designs of  
what the castle looked like, not for the 
inside nor the outside. There is one 
description of  the greatest room, the 
King’s chamber, from the year 1571.



Door from Örebro Castle
This door may have been 
made by Hans Kanteniz, the 
carpenter at Örebro Castle. 
During the same time he 
also worked with doors at 
Eskilstuna Castle. 

 
 
Duke Karl’s chamber
Gripsholms Castle – 
furnishing. During the 1570’s, 
the room was decorated as 
a bed chamber for Duke 
Karl. It’s preserved almost 
untouched. Similar furnishing 
may have been found in 
Eskilstuna Castle. 

Golden leather tapestry
Golden leather is the name 
of  leather that has been 
coloured, painted and coated 
with silver leafs. Golden 
leather was used to array 
furniture as well as tapestry 
on walls during the 17th 
century. 

Duke Karl´s chamber. Photo: Hans Thorwid/The 
National Museum.

Golden leather tapestry. Photo: Eskilstuna City 
Museum.

Door from Örebro Castle. Photo: 
Eskilstuna City Museum.



Eskilstuna Castle with 
surroundings 1645

Land Surveyor: Johan Larsson Grot. Photo: Lantmäteriet. Document C13-
1:c170-71, County of  Södermanland, Eskilstuna City. Eskilstuna 1645.



Prison
The first clue that the castle was used as a prison is from the early 17th 
century, where it’s mentioned in a complaint’s register that one of  the 
castle towers was used as a prison. ”The farmer Stefan from Kälbro 
complains that the bailiff, Anders, had thrown him in the tower for 
telling off  Mrs. Barbro of  Fiholm.” The complaints were recorded 
during Anders Eriksson Bröms’ time as bailiff, 1600-1602.

Even the castle’s own personnel could be put in prison. The Castle 
Scribe Salomonsson had, according to information, offended the castle 
bailiff  and was therefore put in prison for a few days.

There is also information about three blacksmiths that were put in the 
castle’s tower for four days as a punishment for trying to escape.

The 80-year old Anna Ersdotter spent her last days in this prison in 
1704, before she became the last woman in Sweden to be executed for 
witchcraft. The prison was in use until 1719, 39 years after the castle 
was destroyed by fire.



Before the castle
Prehistoric age
The location that Eskilstuna Huus was built 
on is historically rich. The archaeological 
digs around Klostergatan have shown that 
there was activity on this spot as early as 
during the younger Iron Age. 

Within the area of  which the medieval 
church would later be built, gold foil figures 
and post holes have been found. The post 
holes could be remnants of  a building from 
the Iron Age. The gold foil figures are small 
and thin, only one centimetre large with 
motives of  two persons standing, facing 
each other. Gold foil figures like these have 
been found on locations that are believed 
to have had a special significance in the 
prehistoric society. The motives on the gold 
foil figures may vary but are assumed to 
have links to prehistoric mythology. 

Within this area arrowheads, a comb and 
a pearl have also been found, all from 
the Viking Age. In addition, a so called 
Eskilstuna coffin was found, which is 
a Christian rune stone monument. The 
monument is now kept in the Museum of  
History in Stockholm.  

Bronze comb. Was found near 
Klostergatan during a dig for an 
apartment building within the 
neighbourhood Nötskalet in 1893. 
Strongly stylized animal ornaments, 
dated back to the Viking Age, 800-
1050 A.D. Photo: Eskilstuna City 
Museum.

Golden figurine. Was found 1961-
62, during digs at Klostergatan. 
Shows two people facing each other. 
Dated to ”Vendel age”, 550-800 
A.D. Photo: Eskilstuna City 
Museum.

On the schoolyard of  Slottsskolan there is a rune stone and a rune 
stone fragment, still standing today. The Eskilstuna River’s bend seem 
to have been a good location to settle, it was probably called Tuna.



Before the castle
The Middle Ages
During the early Middle Ages a small 
church was built on the location. 
According to the legend of  Saint Eskil, 
this may have been the church where 
he was buried after he died a martyr’s 
death in Strängnäs. During digs around 
Klostergatan, a gilded bronze crucifix was 
found.  

A monastery was built in the name of  the 
Order of  Saint John, in the later half  of  
the 1100’s, right next to the church. Apart 
from the monastery’s spiritual leaders and 
priests, was the serving brothers, who 
dedicated themselves to tend to the old, 
sick and poor.

There were also sisters from the Order of  
Saint John, but the Eskilstuna monastery 
was only for monks. Both men and women 
donated to the monastery. Some of  them 
also lived on the area. People from the 
aristocracy was happy to give land and 
property to the monastery, to ensure their 
future salvation. In this way, The Order 
of  Saint John became one of  Sweden’s 
largest landowners. For almost 350 years 
the monastery life, and all that came with 
it, had to continue with the Order of  Saint 
John in Eskilstuna.

Bronze Crucifix. Was found during a 
dig around Klostergatan in 1912. The 
front is gilded. The wooden cross it 
once was attached to is not preserved. 
Dated back to 11th century. Photo: 
Eskilstuna City Museum.

When Gustav Vasa carried out the reformation in 1527, the royal 
power took over the curch’s and monastery’s property. In 1554, Gustav 
Vasa himself  was on the location that came to be known as Eskilstuna 
Huus.



The stones
Castle stones
Eskilstuna City Museum’s collections contain a lot of  different types 
of  limestones with or without decorations, some of  which come from 
Eskilstuna Castle. The stones that are showed here may have been 
fitted both inside and outside of  the castle.  

Foliage
This may have been 
a part of  one of  the 
decorations around 
one of  the castle’s 
fireplaces.

Decoration
With a flower or 
“fleuron”, which it’s 
also called.

Keystone
This stone was probably the keystone in an arched doorpost. Perhaps 
it was located at the entrance to the courtyard or at some large window. 
The keystone is the stone that’s located in the middle of  the arch. 
The scribbles are from the time when the keystone was located at 
Slottsskolans schoolyard.

Decoration
Several of  these 
stones on top of  
each other make a 
pretty edge around a 
doorpost. Note the 
stone cutter’s mark.



The stones

Frogs
The frogs have 
followed each other 
around the edge 
of  some doorpost. 
Each one on it’s own 
stone.

Tree
This stone may have 
been a part of  the 
decoration around 
one of  the doors 
inside of  the castle, 
or at some of  the 
castle’s fireplaces.

Stone with volute
The stone might 
have been a part of  
the ornament at the 
edge of  the roof, or 
maybe it was a part 
of  the decorations 
around the dormer 
windows.

Oak-leaf
When Johan III and 
Duke Karl decided 
to claim the throne 
from their brother 
Erik, the oak-twigs 
became a symbol of  
their pact.

Half a column
One end of  a 
column which 
probably was found 
around some of  
the gates from the 
courtyard.

Capital
A capital that had 
it’s place on top of  
a pillar, probably by 
some of  the castle’s 
gates.





Eskilstuna City Museum
Open: Wednesday-Sunday 11.00-16.00. 
Free admission. 

Pre-booked groups are welcome outside 
opening hours, subject to a fee.

Telephone:+46(0)16-710 23 75
E-mail: stadsmuseet@eskilstuna.se
Website: eskilstuna.se/stadsmuseet

The City Museum is located in the old arms 
factory in the middle of the river Eskilstunaån, 
within walking distance of the town centre.

Eskilstuna 
   stadsmuseum


